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Al! claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be 
mailed in due course. 



□ This communication is responsive to 



Kl The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-8 



□ The drawings filed on are acceptable. 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 
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1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions 
be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue 
fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with John 
Jeter on January 25, 1999. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 

In claim 1, lme^'means" was deleted and and - was inserted before "arranged"; 
tfne 11, "means" was deleted; 

line 17, - light » was inserted before "emitter", sensitive was inserted before "detector", 
and a comma (,) was inserted after "sensor"; 

line 22, a comma (,) was inserted after "mucosa"; 
line 23, "source" was changed to — emitter --; 

line 24, "associated" was changed to ~ association with and a comma (,) was inserted after 
"control"; and, 

line 25, "output" was deleted. 

1, "connector" was changed to — at least one conductor --. 
1, "catheter" was deleted; 
Ikle 2, surface of said was inserted after "outer" and "in said insertion end" was deleted. 
[rT claim 5, line 2, "emitting" was changed to emitter and "means" was deleted. 
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In claim 6, line 1, "emitting" was changed to emitter - and "means" was deleted. 
In claim 7, line 1, — , at least in part, — was inserted before "provided". 
Claim 8 was amended as follows: 
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8. A modified Foley catheter having an insertion end, an access end, and a tubular extension 
therebetween comprising intrinsic pressure sensor means, temperature sensor means, and oximeter 
means imbedded in the material forming the wall of the tubular extension and provided with at least 
one electrical connector at the access end, said connector providing access to conductors imbedded 
in the [tube] wall and in communication with [to transmit excitation energy and signal communication 
between ] said connector and external control and signal conditioning means to provide readout 
information defining temperature, pressure, blood oxygen levels and pulse rate for a patient fitted with 

the catheter. — 

In the abstract, litfes 2 and 3, "emitting means" was changed to ~ emitter --; 
line 8, "means" was deleted; 

line 9, "processing means" was changed to processor 

lines 9-10, "processing means" was changed to ~ processor --; 

line 10, "indicator means" was changed to indicators and "exists" was changed to exist 

3. The following is an examinees statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art teaches a 
variety of catheters for making multiple measurements including oxygen saturation. Singer teaches 
a modified Foley catheter for measurement of bladder oxygen that includes an oxygen sensor that is 
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extended through a port in the distal end of the catheter. Lieber et al. teach a multiple probe analysis 
method that includes a lumen for passing various probes through the catheter for performing 
measurements. Fiddian-Green teaches a tonometric catheter combination that includes a sensitive 
colorimetric substance in a sampling chamber at a distal end of the catheter for detecting blood gas 
properties. The prior art does not teach or suggest a urethral catheter with multiple sensor elements 
imbedded into the wall of the sensor, as set forth in the claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Eric Winakur whose telephone number is (703) 308 - 3940. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday - Thursday from 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM. The examiner can also be 
reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Cary O'Connor, can be reached on (703) 308- 2701 . The fax phone number for this group is (703) 
308 -0758. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308 - 0858. 
Eric F. Winakur 
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January 26, 1999 
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